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Eighty-nine-year-old Isabelle McAllister has a big favor to ask her hairdresser, Dorrie. She wants the

black single mother to drop everything and drive her from Texas to a funeral in Ohio - tomorrow.

Dorrie, fleeing problems of her own and curious about Isabelle's past, agrees, not knowing it will be

a journey that changes both their lives. Isabelle confesses that, as a teen in 1930s Kentucky, she

fell in love with Robert Prewitt, a would-be doctor and the black son of her family's housekeeper - in

a town where blacks weren't allowed after dark. The tale of their forbidden relationship and its tragic

consequences just might help Dorrie find her own way.
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This review can also be found on my blog, The Baking Bookworm ([...])Note: My sincere thanks to

NetGalley and St Martin's Press for providing me with a complimentary e-copy of this book in

exchange for my honest review.My Thoughts: I read this book a couple of weeks ago while I was

vacationing in Florida and I have to tell you -- this was a very hard book to put down. It's

heart-warming story of forbidden love and an unlikely friendship that has great main characters and

an emotional ending that ensures that this book will stay with me for a long time.I have to admit that

I was pleasantly surprised to learn that this was Ms Kibler's debut novel. Not every author is able to

write a story that flows back and forth between two different eras without a few bumps in the

storyline but Ms Kibler does so fluently and flawlessly. It's interesting to note that Ms Kibler got the

idea to write this book after she discovered that her grandmother had fallen in love with a black man



in her youth. At that time the hope of having an interracial relationship was almost infeasible and

that is how this story was born.But it's the relationship and bond between thirty-something Dorrie, a

black single mother of two, and eighty-nine year old Isabelle, an elderly white woman in Texas, that

made these two characters stand out for me. They are sadly, even in modern times, viewed as an

unlikely pair which causes some small minded people to look at them with suspicion.It's through

Dorrie and Isabelle's narratives, which were so engaging, that the story really comes to life.
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